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MOCK TEST PAPER-2

ENGLISH (Core)

CBSE CLASS-XII

Time allowed : 3 hours Maximum marks : 100

Section-A : Reading 20 marks

A.I. Read the given passage carefully and answer the questions given below :
12 marks

1. In the hospital, I was thinking about the most exceptional people I've known. They
were the ones who kept going when others quit; the ones who found ways to do what
everyone else thought couldn't be done. They did'nt just hold down a job or work
hard. They were reaching deeper inside and finding something more. They made a
greater difference. I don't believe they would have understood these words - “he held
the frame so we both could see the inscription”- “the way I did.”

2. “I remember my parents and other adults in my hometown saying, “Study hard and
work hard but don't let your dreams get too big. If you do that, you'll only be disap-
pointed.”

3. “Learn to fit in and go along,’ they said, ‘that’s what successful people do’. I got very
good at fitting in and going along.” His voice trailed off.

4. “Robert, you’re going to hear the same kinds of things from people around you. They’re
well-intentioned but they’re wrong. What if I hadn’t accepted it ? What if everyday I
had questioned yesterday’s definition of my best ? What if I’d listened to my own
heart instead of their words ? Then I might have kept looking deeper and giving the
world more of the best that was hidden inside me.”

5. “And if I’d done that,” he said, “more of the best would have come back to me, and to
this family, and to you, Robert. But it won’t,” he said, “because I didn’t do it.”

6. “So this is my challenge to you-to live these words.” He handed me the frame. There
was no glass in it; I ran my fingertips over the words and felt the brittle paper. “But
grandfather”, I said, not wanting to disappoint him but unsure of how to accomplish
what he was asking me, “may be when I’m older...”

7. “Age has nothing to do with it. Every day you can learn something more about who
you are and all the potential that’s hidden inside you. Every day you can choose to
become more than you have been. I’m asking you straight right now.”

8. “But how ?”

9. “By looking inside yourself. By testing new possibilities. By searching for what mat-
ters most to you, Robert. Few of us ever do that for ourselves. Instead, we hold our
breath. We look away. We get by or go along. We defend what we have been. We say,
“It’s good enough.” I pray you don’t wake up one day and say, “I’ve been living my life
wrong and now its too late to make it right.”

10. Young as I was, I could still see the pain his regret was causing him, and even then
I recognized that the gift he was giving me was as much in honesty as in the specific
words he was so determined for me to hear.

11. “Robert, all of us are mostly unused potential. It’s up to you to become the most
curious person you know and to keep asking yourself, What is my best ? Keep finding
more of it every day to give to the world. If you do that, I promise that more of the
best than you can ever imagine-and in many ways beyond money-will come back to
you.”

12. And it has. Despite my struggles and mistakes along the way, I have learned that
there are opportunities, for each of us that exist beneath and beyond conventional
thinking and self imposed limits. What my grandfather realized too late that he had
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not done, he challenged me to do. In this book, I pass the challenges to you.

(599 words)

(An excerpt from The Other 90% by Robert K. Cooper)

1. Answer the following questions :

(a) Who, according to the writer, are exceptional people ? (2)

(b) What, according to his parents, did ‘successful’ people do ? (2)

(c) What does one need to do to “become more than you have been” ? (2)

(d) Explain the phrase “looking inside yourself.” (2)

(e) What did the writer learn from his struggles and mistakes ? (1)

2. Find words from the passage which mean the same as :- (3 × 1)

(a) of unusual high quality (para 1)

(b) hard but easily broken (para 6)

(c) possibility for developing (para 11)

A. 2. Read the passage carefully and answer the questions that follow : 8 marks

Cosmetic surgery is the latest beauty mantra in India, as more and more people
want to look young and feel good. Be it a crooked nose, cleft lip or excessive body flab,
cosmetic surgery can correct  it all. Moreover, in the last decade, the popularity of
medical tourism has soared among people in developed nations due to the elevated
cost of healthcare in their own countries. A career as a cosmetic surgeon entails
years of training and developing exceptional skill. However, once established, clients
will flow in. Cosmetic surgery entails specialization in a wide variety of arenas such
as rhinoplasty (nose job), abdominalplasty (tummy tuck), otoplasty (ear surgery),
chin, cheek, and liposuction. The level of education is expanding in the field of medi-
cal science, and the demand for cosmetic surgeons in India is at an all time high.
Cosmetic or aesthetic surgery is a fine tuned branch of medicine and requires inten-
sive training. After an MBBS degree students would have to pursue a three-year
Masters in Surgery (MS) degree and decide upon their area of specialization. The
MS degree involves a house job, a junior residency and a senior residency for one
year each. Students then have to give a dissertation for approval to the university,
after which they can sit for the MS examinations. Aspiring cosmetic surgeons need
to specialize in plastic and reconstructive surgery, also known as MCh degree. An-
other option after MBBS is the Diploma National Board (DNB), which is parallel to
the conventional medical system and offers various specialization options including
plastic and cosmetic surgery. The basic requirement of a cosmetic surgeon is an el-
evated sense of aesthetics and beauty. A sense and perception for the perfection of
the human anatomy is vital in cosmetic surgery. During their practising years, stu-
dents must aim to train under renowed surgeons in the field, and soak up as much as
possible from their expertise. Being an apprentice to a good surgeon will not only
give you the much required exposure to the reality of the cosmetic operations but
will also build your confidence and client base. The practising years are crucial be-
cause in cosmetic surgery, perfect results are essential. Medical science is not a stag-
nant field, and hence one must also keep abreast of the latest in the field of cosmetic
surgery. The biggest profit for a truly dedicated cosmetic surgeon is the beautiful
result of his work and the client’s satisfaction. After training under reputed cosmetic
surgeons, one can either seek employment in a hospital as a full time surgeon or
open up a private clinic, or do both. If you are good, people will come to you. Word of
mouth is the best form of advertising for a cosmetic surgeon.
(460 words)

(a) Make notes on the passage given above in any format using recogniz-
able abbreviations. Give a suitable title to the passage. 5 marks

(b) Write a summary based on the notes you have made in about 80 words. 3 marks
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Section-B : Writing  35 marks

3. Star Academy, a foreign language institute has been set up in your neighbourhood.

The institute is in collaboration with Inlingua International and boasts of state of

the art lab facilities and expert faculty. Draft a non-classifed advertisement

mentioning details about the various courses and languages being offered. The

Institute also assures placement to diploma holders. (5)

Or

The English Department is organizing its Annual Inter-School Extempore. Write

a letter to Mr. Sahil Choudhry, Chief Editor ‘Times Daily’, inviting him to be one

of the judges for the event. You are Rita/Ramesh, President, English Club, Symphony

High School, Kolkata.

4. You are Rama/Rohit. You happen to be a passenger of the Punjab Mail which

meets with a ghastly accident near Delhi. You are lucky to escape unhurt, while

a number of passengers have died or received serious injuries. Write a report in

about 100-125 words about the disaster for your school magazine. (10

Or

Your school organized a programme “Each one Teach One” to celebrate the World

Literacy Day. A number of eminent educationalists spoke on the occasion. Write

a report about the same for your school magazine in about 100-125 words. You are

Anant/Anandi.

5. You are Aditi of 90, G Ring Road, Delhi. You have come across an advertisement

of India Assurance Company for recruitment of management trainees to be groomed

as Managers of their company. Apply for the given post with complete Bio-Data. (10)

Or

According to you, the newspaper has a very important role in forming public

opinion and raising awareness regarding issues of social and public concern. The

common man believes that the information provided in the newspaper is authentic

and reliable. You are Vijay/Vijaya. Write a letter to the editor of a national daily

expressing your views on the responsible role of newspapers.

6. Teenagers today are getting hooked on to the latest gadgets. Write an article on

‘The advantages of technology versus its adverse effects.’. ‘You are Sharan/Shalini’

Use the input given below : (200 words) (10)

Gadgets : mobiles, ipods, computers

Greater affluence : easy availability

Impact on health : sedentary lifestyle, obesity, eating habits; Impact on academic

performance

Social impact : absence of social interaction

Improved communication : global vision, easy connectivity, faster information

exchange.

Or

What people read is what people believe. ‘You are concerned about the ongoing

controversy regarding media’s role in sensationalizing news, moulding public opinion

and moral policing. Write an article on the responsibilities of the media. (200

words)
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SECTION-C LITERATURE 45 Marks

7. (a) Read the extract below and answer the questions that follow :-

When Aunt is dead her terrified hand will die,

Still ringed with ordeals she was mastered by,

The tigers in the panel that she made,

Will go on prancing proud and unafraid.

(i) What does this stanza reveal about Aunt Jennifer ? (1)

(ii) What does ringed with ordeals imply ? (1)

(iii) Explain the last two lines. (2)

Or

I saw my mother, beside me,

doze, open mouthed, her face ashen like that

of a corpse and realised with pain

that she thought away, and looked but soon

put that thought away, and looked out at young

trees sprinting, the merry children spilling

out of their homes.

(i) What did the poetess notice while her mother sat beside her ? (1)

(ii) Why did her mother’s face become like that of a corpse ? (1)

(iii) What thought did she put away ? (1)

(iv) Find words that mean :

1. sleep tightly

2. dead body.

8. Answer any three of the following questions : (2 × 3 = 6)

(i) What kind of wars does the poet refer to in the poem ?

(ii) How does beauty leave an indelible print on our mind ?

(iii) What is the ‘Open Prayer’ made by country folk ?

(iv) How is the poem ‘An Elementary School Classroom in a Slum’ an allegory ?

9. Answer the following questions in about 30-40 words each : (5 × 2 = 10)

(a) What was distinctive about Eco’s academic writing style ?

(b) Who was Subbu’s principal ? What relationship did Subbu have with him ?

(c) How did Gandhiji keep a distant watch on the Ashram ?

(d) Why did mother warn Douglas against river Yakima ?

(e) Why was the crofter so talkative and friendly with the peddler ?

10. Answer any one of the following question in 125-150 words : (10)

The people in the story ‘The Last Lesson’ suddenly realise how precious their

languages are to them. What shows you this ? Why does this happen ?

Or

How does the writer describe the episode of the English visitor to the Gemini

Studios ?

Answer any one of the following question in 125-150 words : (7)

11. Why did the soldier’s eyes flicker with fear when he thanked Dr. Sadao for saving

his life ? (7)
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Or

How is the ‘Third Level’ a medium of escape for Charley ?

12. Answer the following questions briefly :

(a) Where did Sadao receive his further education as a doctor and what did he

specialize in ?

(b) Who do you think is the driver of the van who eventually takes Evans to

freedom ?

(c) What was Bama’s reaction to the way the people of her community were treated ?

(d) Why has the programme ‘Students on Ice’ been so successful ?


