
 
 
 

 

 

SUMMATIVE ASSESSMENT- I, 2012 

English Communicative 

Class-X 

Maximum Marks: 90           Time: 3 hours 

The question paper is divided into four sections. 

Section A: Reading: 20 marks  

Section B: Writing: 25 marks 

Section C: Grammar: 20 marks 

Section D: Literature: 25 marks 

 

Section A 

(Reading- 20 marks) 

Q.1. Read the following passage carefully:   (10 marks) 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

In a Beautiful Hill Station 

Living in a big bustling city there is this perpetual desire to visit 

places where life seems to be unhurried. Just walking along the 

undulated paths surrounded by the luscious verdure revives the 

feeling of being earthy. Away from the din it’s wonderful to soak in 

the luxury of the wilderness, green- green! I picture the place we were 

going to, Landour. One needs to go up to Dehradun, which is the 

entry to many tourist destinations of the Garhwal region. Finally it 



 
 
 

was decided to stay at Dehradun for a day or two and later head for 

Landour via Mussoorie. 

Dehradun has some very interesting places to visit. First on our 

itinerary was the visit to the Forest Research Institute which is an 

immensely impressive building surrounded by lush green lawns. 

Colonial architecture never fails to always enamour the psyche. The 

children got engrossed in the museum; the stuffed tigers were almost 

lifelike. From the stuffed caged animals, now the next thing was to 

see the live caged animals at the zoo in the afternoon. 

The next day the programme was to go to Sahasradhara Waterfalls 

which was eleven kilometres from the town. The water here is said to 

have curative properties. The drive to the waterfalls was enjoyable, 

with soothing greenery around. Once we reached the place, the sound 

of the water cascading from the ledge was music to the ears. At once, 

I quickened my pace to step into the stream and feel the pleasantness 

of the flowing water. Water always has a rejuvenating effect. 

1.1.   Complete the following briefly.   (6 marks) 

a. People living in the busy cities love to visit hill stations as ----

---------------------------------------. 

b. The luxury of the wilderness takes us ---------------------------. 

c. Two of the very interesting places at Dehradun are -------------

---------------------- and -------------------------. 

d. The Forest Research Institute had an impressive building that 

depicts ---------------------------. 

e. The children got engrossed in seeing the -----------------------. 

f. ----------------------------------------- is said to have curative 

properties. 

1.2. Fill in the blanks with one word only.  (2 marks) 

Dehradun has very interesting places for --------a----------. Let it be the 

-----b--------------- verdure or the-------------c-------- wilderness; 



 
 
 

everything around seems to have the power to ------d------------ the 

feeling of being earthy. 

1.3. Find a word in the passage that means:  (2 marks) 

a. Thick green plants growing in a particular place. (para 1) 

b. The mind (para 2) 

 

Q2. Read the following passage carefully:  (5 marks) 

Time to celebrate, and introspect    

India might have been hoping for a double-digit medal tally, but the 

half-dozen that she ended up with in the London Olympics represents 

her best ever result on the biggest sporting stage in the world. The fact 

that the country had won just seven individual medals in the Olympics 

since Independence should help put the latest achievement in 

perspective. The absence of a gold medal, in contrast to the Beijing 

effort, is certainly a dampener and so too the overall slide in the 

medals ranking from 50 to 55.  

The consolation, apart from the medals including two silvers, should 

be in nine other top-eight performances, and the promise held out by 

several youngsters. For a country with an annual sports budget of just 

over Rs 721 crore, where bureaucrats and sports administrators test 

the endurance of athletes even before they qualify for the Olympics, 

the London show should be considered encouraging even if it failed to 

live up to the hype created by over-ambitious official agencies and 

fanned by the media.  

The Indian medal winners — Gagan Narang, Vijay Kumar, Saina 

Nehwal, Mary Kom, Yogeshwar Dutt and Sushil Kumar — deserve 

all the accolades, including substantial cash awards that have been 

announced. The setbacks in boxing, attributed mainly to unfair 

judging, and the failure of the archers were factors that pulled India 

down. That the country plunged to an all-time low in hockey is a 

matter of shame and no time should be lost by the government in 



 
 
 

overhauling the faction-ridden administration or in preparing a 

blueprint for the grassroots-level development of the game. 

Answer the following questions by choosing the most appropriate 

options from the ones given below 

 

a. In London Olympics India ended up with --------------- medals. 

i. twelve 

ii. six 

iii. ten 

iv. seven 

b. Unfair judging was the cause of setback in -------------------. 

i. Shooting 

ii. Archery 

iii. Boxing 

iv. Hockey 

c. Compared to the Beijing effort, ------------------------- in the London 

Olympics is certainly a dampener. 

i. nine other top- eight performances 

ii. the endurance of athletes 

iii. the consolation apart from the medals 

iv. the absence of a gold medal 

d. Despite the less number of medals in tally, India finds hope in ------

----------. 

i.  the promise held out by several youngsters. 

ii. Gagan Narang, Vijay Kumar and Saina Nehwal. 

iii. a double-digit medal tally 

iv. the faction-ridden administration 

e. To uplift hockey from nadir we should ------------------------------. 

i. raise the annual sports budget 

ii. test the endurance of the players  

iii. overhaul the faction- ridden administration 



 
 
 

iv. announce substantial cash awards 

Q3. Read the following poem carefully:   (5 marks) 

Patriotism  

                                              -Sir Walter Scott 

Breathes there the man with soul so dead, 

Who never to himself hath said, 

           "This is my own, my native land!" 

Whose heart hath ne'er within him burned 

As home his footsteps he hath turned 

          From wandering on a foreign strand?. 

If such there breathe, go, mark him well; 

For him no Minstrel raptures swell; 

High though his titles, proud his name, 

Boundless his wealth as wish can claim; 

Despite those titles, power, and pelf, 

The wretch, concentred all in self, 

Living, shall forfeit fair renown, 

And, doubly dying, shall go down 

To the vile dust from where he sprung, 

Unwept, unhonoured and unsung. 

 

Answer the following questions by choosing the most 

appropriate options from the ones given below: 

 

1. What is the most likely meaning of the word pelf, as used in this 

poem?  

a. power 

b. wealth 

c. stealth 

d. health 

2.  What is the poet's main idea in this poem?   

a. Those who become rich must hate their country. 

b. Travelling abroad helps a person appreciate home. 

c. Those who do not love their country will not be honoured. 



 
 
 

d. Patriotism is the last refuge for scoundrels. 

3.  What does the poem mean by saying that such people will be 

"doubly dying" (third line from the end)?  

a. They will not die alone. 

b. They will die physically and also be forgotten. 

c. Their death will be painful. 

d. They will die, and then rise again. 

4.  What does the word concentred most likely mean?  

a. swirling or curved 

b. arrogant, proud 

c. focused on, concerned with 

d. looking upward 

5. One can infer from this poem that Sir Walter Scott  

a. loved his homeland. 

b. was from Great Britain. 

c. hated war. 

d. spoke many languages. 

Section B 

(Writing- 25 Marks) 

3. Read the telephonic conversation below, and write a message to 

be left at Renu's desk, telling her what the caller wanted to convey 

to her, in about 50 words.       (4 marks) 

Vikas:  Hello! Is it 564293? Could I speak to Renu? Renu Prakash 

who works in the sales section? 

Receptionist: I'm sorry. Miss Renu Prakash has not come in yet. 

Vikas: I am her brother, Vikas calling from Bhopal. Could you tell 

her that her mother has been admitted to a hospital? 



 
 
 

Receptionist: I'm sorry to hear that. Is there anything else you want 

me to convey to her? 

Vikas: Yes, please tell her that she should catch the evening flight 

and that I'll pick her up from the airport. 

Receptionist: I'll certainly do that. I'll leave a message for her now as 

I am going out later. I'll personally make arrangements for her to 

catch the evening flight to Bhopal. Please don't worry. 

Vikas: Thank you very much. Your help is greatly appreciated. 

 

2. Read the biographical details of Dr A P J Abdul Kalam and 

write a biographical sketch on the basis of these details.    

                                                                        (6 marks) 

 

 

 Avul Pakir Jainulabdeen Abdul Kalam-  born- 15 October 

1931 - raised in Rameswaram, Tamil Nadu 

 Usually referred to as Dr. A. P. J. Abdul Kalam,  

 An Indian scientist and administrator who served as 

the 11th President of India.  

  Studied physics at the St. Joseph's College, Tiruchirappalli, 

and Aerospace Engineering at the Madras Institute of 

Technology (MIT), Chennai. 

 Worked as an aerospace engineer with Defence Research and 

Development Organisation  (DRDO) and Indian Space Research 

Organisation (ISRO).
  

 Popularly known as the Missile Man of India for his work on the 

development of ballistic missile and launch vehicle technology.  

 Played a pivotal organizational, technical and political role in 

India's  Pokhran-II nuclear tests in 1998, the first since 
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the original nuclear test by India in 1974 

 Said to be a man with no authority over nuclear physics but who 

just carried on the works of Homi J. Bhabha and Vikram 

Sarabhai.  

 Was elected  the President of India in 2002   

 Currently a visiting professor at Indian Institute of Management 

Ahmedabad and Indian Institute of Management Indore. 

Chancellor of the Indian Institute of Space Science and 

Technology Thiruvananthapuram, a professor of Aerospace 

Engineering at Anna University (Chennai), JSS University 

(Mysore) and an adjunct/visiting faculty at many other academic 

and research institutions across India.  

 

3. You have seen with helpless disgust the piles of rubbish 

adorning practically every street corner of your city/ town. 

People are seen moving on without giving it a second thought, 

although there have been feeble attempts made by a few civic-

minded people off and on. Write a letter to the Editor of The 

Hindu highlighting the festering mess around you and 

suggesting measures to deal with this menace.  (7 marks)                                          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Smiling_Buddha
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Homi_J._Bhabha
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vikram_Sarabhai
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vikram_Sarabhai
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Indian_Institute_of_Management_Ahmedabad
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Indian_Institute_of_Management_Ahmedabad
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Indian_Institute_of_Management_Indore
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/University_Chancellor
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Indian_Institute_of_Space_Science_and_Technology_Thiruvananthapuram
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Indian_Institute_of_Space_Science_and_Technology_Thiruvananthapuram
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Professor
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anna_University


 
 
 

 

  

 

Q7. Everyday a different study confirms that the world is 

heading towards global disaster, and man is the main factor in 

creating this dangerous change in climate. Using the inputs given 

below, write an article on ‘Global warming- Is it a proven fact?’

          (8 marks) 

 

 The earth is saying something with record heat, drought, storms 

and fire.   

 Carbon pollution is the main reason our planet is getting hotter 

 If carbon pollution continues at current levels, we’d be facing 

hot days that occur ten times more often than they do now. 

 Heavier rainfall will lead to dangerous flooding   

 When the weather goes wild, people get hurt. 

 Reduce our dependence on fossil fuels. 

 Increase our use of clean, renewable energy. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 

 

Section C 

(Grammar-20 marks) 

Q8. Complete the passage by choosing the correct options from 

those given below:           (4 marks) 

It pains us to find that corruption _____a___ increased very much in 

our country. Everyday new cases of corruption ____b____ unearthed. 

This is a sad sign ___c_____ immorality ___d_____ is eating our 

society like white ants. Perhaps, it is the laxity of the administrative 

machinery that is indirectly responsible __e______ this. Our 

education has failed to turn out citizens of character. The culprits 

___f_____ be punished in accordance ____g____ the laws. Only 

____h____ will we be able to contain the rising corruption in our 

society. 

a. i. have  ii. has iii. was  iv. did 

b. i. are   ii. is   iii. have  iv. has 

c. i. that   ii. which  iii. of  iv. in 

d. i. which   ii. and  iii. what  iv. but 

e. i. at    ii. in   iii. as  iv. for 

f. i. will   ii .can iii. must  iv. may 

g. i. by    ii. with iii. to  iv. in 

h. i. then  ii. how iii. now iv. when 

Q9. Read the following conversation between a brother and a 

sister. Complete the conversation by choosing the correct option 

from the ones given below.          (4marks) 

 

Sister:  When do you plan to leave for Mumbai? 

Brother:  I am leaving the day after tomorrow 

Sister:  Where have you decided to stay? 

Brother:  (a) __________________________________ 

Sister: Why are you not staying with Aunt and Uncle? 

Brother:  (b) ___________________. I won’t be able to enjoy my 

holidays. 



 
 
 

Sister:  Don’t tell me that you’ll stay in a hotel! 

Brother:  Definitely not (c) _________________________ 

Sister:  How are you both going to spend your vacation? 

Brother:  (d) ____________________________________ 

 

(a) (i) I hadn’t decided as yet (ii) I have decided as yet 

(iii) I hasn’t decided as yet (iv) I haven’t decided as yet 

 

(b) (i) They were too strict (ii) They are too strict 

(iii) They will be too strict (iv) They can be too strict 

 

(c) (i) I’d plan to stay with Rahul (ii) I’ll plan to stay with Rahul 

(iii) I plan to stay with Rahul (iv) I won’t stay with aunt & Uncle 

 

(d) (i) We’ll go nowhere (ii) We’ll go sight seeing 

(iii) We’ll stay nearby (iv) We’ll go somewhere 

 

Q10. The following passage has not been edited. There is an error 

in each line. Write the incorrect word and the correction against 

the correct line number.               (4 marks) 

               Incorrect - Correct 

        We doesn’t eat food only to              Ex: doesn’t –   don’t 

(a)    tickled our taste buds,  

(b)    and also to get nutrients 

(c)    for run our body, making it  

(d)    grew and repair the inevitable wear 

(e)   but tear. The food that we eat  

(f)    contained these nutrients. But these 

(g)   has to be extracted 

(h)   by the digestive system by a complete biochemical process. 

 

Q11. Rearrange the words given below to make meaningful 

sentences. The first one has been done as an example.  

          (4 marks) 

 

 



 
 
 

Ex. we would/ make a trip / as children /  ancestral home / every year 

/to our /./ 

As children every year we would make a trip to our ancestral home. 

 

1. aunts and cousins/./ my grandparents / with a few/ still 

lived / uncles/ there 

2. no dining table / to sit on the floor/ had /was/. /my 

grandfather/ since/ the common Indian custom/ in his 

house 

3. the floor/./ meal- time/ a quick swab/ would be given / 

when/ came  

4. /./ would be/  for us / wooden seats/ laid out/ to sit/ flat  

Q12. Read the given instructions and complete the description 

that follows.         (4 marks) 

How to Make Orange Squash 

• Take 1 dozen fully ripe oranges 

• Remove the rinds 

• Extract the juice 

• Strain through a thick cloth 

• Mix ½ kg sugar, ½ tea-spoon citric acid 

• Add a pinch of potassium meta – bisulphate, few drops of colour 

and essence 

• Stir till thoroughly dissolved. 

 

One dozen fully ripen oranges are taken. Their rinds  ------a--------  

and the juice ---------b----------. Then the juice  ---c------------  through 

a thick cloth into a stainless steel vessel. ½ kg sugar, ½ tea-spoon 

citric acid, a pinch of potassium meta-bisulphate, a few drops of 

colour and essence ---------d----------.The mixture is stirred thoroughly 

until the contents dissolve. 

 



 
 
 

 

 

Section D 

(Literature- 25 marks) 

 

Q13 A. Read the given extract and answer the following questions 

by choosing the most appropriate options:   (3 marks) 

 So the Nightingale once more, 

Quite unused to such applause, 

Sang till dawn, without a pause. 

 

a) The nightingale was surprised at this appreciation as -----------------

------------. 

i. she had had no audience as such before 

ii. she was a nobody so far 

iii. this was her first performance 

iv.she was unaware of her musical talent 

 

b) The creatures of the Bingle Bog requested her for another song as -

------------. 

i. they were tired of listening to the unpleasant notes of the frog 

ii. they were all free and wanted to be entertained 

iii. her musical notes were a welcome change 

iv.the frog was on a holiday 

 

c) The nightingale’s song made the frog think about ---------------------

----------. 

i. ways of insulting the nightingale 

ii. how ungrateful were the creatures of Bingle Bog 

iii. how to take advantage of the situation 

iv. ways of teaching a lesson to the creatures of Bingle Bog 

B.  Read the given extract and answer the following questions. 

(3 marks) 



 
 
 

His eyes were filled with tears of helplessness, for his patience was 

exhausted, even though he still had faith 

a. Why were Ali’s eyes filled with tears of helplessness? 

b. What faith did Ali have? 

c. When did Ali’s faith reward him? 

 

C. Read the given extract and answer the questions that follow: 

  

(3 marks)   

I felt I was a bit of a burden to you, so I found someone who’d 

think it a pleasure to look after me. We shall be very glad to see 

you at the ceremony- till Monday then. Twelve o’clock at St. 

Philips Church. 

a.  Identify the speaker. 

b. What is he talking about? 

c. Why has he come up with such a decision? 

 

Q14. Answer any four of the following questions in 30-40 words 

each.         (2x4= 8) 

a. Who was Lucia? Why didn’t the narrator go in to see her? 

b. How did the villagers manage to keep the tiger in the jungle? 

c. How does the mirror usually pass its time? What disturbs its 

contemplation? 

d. Why do you think the rich and powerful people get monuments 

and statues erected in their memory? 

e. Why does the poet refer to time as being sluttish? 

 

Q15. Victoria Slater is truly attached to her Grandpa. As she sees the 

elders in her family quarrel over the inheritance, she is bewildered 

and upset by their attitude. As Victoria, write a diary entry outlining 

the incident and your feelings.      (150 words)    

          (8 marks) 

Or 

 

You are the postmaster in the story ‘The Letter’. You and Lakshmi 

Das leave the letter on Ali’s grave and return home feeling very sad 



 
 
 

and remorseful. Write a letter to your friend expressing your feelings 

of guilt and how you have come to realise the importance of a letter. 

 

 

                               (((((((((((((((((((())))))))))))))))))))))))) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


