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The question paper is divided into four sections. 

Section A - Reading  (20 marks) 

Section B - Writing (25 marks) 

Section C - Grammar (20 marks) 

Section D - Literature (25 marks) 

 
SECTION – A   

(READING - 20 marks) 

 

Q.1 Read the following passage carefully.  

Have you woken up to the cheerful banter of parakeets or listened to the plaintive 

call of the koel on a hot summer afternoon? If scientists are to be believed, soon 

these charming everyday sounds may become things of the past. Birds are slowly 

disappearing from our planet. In India the Himalayan quail and the pink-headed 

duck have already become extinct and innumerable others are endangered. Birds 

are a symbol of all that is beautiful, mystical and royal. The crown of the king of 

Nepal is adorned with the splendid tail feathers of the Bird of Paradise. The 

vehicle of the Hindu God Karthikeyan is the majestic peacock and the flight of the 

dove is universally recognized as a symbol of peace. 

Birds are also useful in many ways. Barn owls live on rats and mice that would 

otherwise cause great damage. Sunbirds help in pollination. Many forest trees 

would disappear if pigeons and hornbills did not feed on their fruit and helped their 

seeds to disperse. 

Birds are lost to us when their forest and wetland habitats are converted into 

houses, malls, roads and fields. Peacocks fall prey to pesticides when they stray 

into agricultural land. Vultures die because of the widespread use of a drug to treat 

cattle, whose carcasses are eaten by these scavengers. Birds like parakeets are 

popular with the pet trade. 

Many cities have fortunately saved a lot of their bird life by protecting large 

numbers of pavement trees, patches of urban forest and by creating parks. Delhi 

has over 300 types of birds, mainly because of the trees planted along the 

roadside in the early 20th century and its numerous green areas. Sanjay Gandhi 

Memorial National Park and the Mahim Creek of Mumbai and Guindy National 
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Park in Chennai also represent the remains of the tropical forest that contribute to 

the survival of bird life. 

Tall, old trees are under threat from concrete tiling of pavements, cutting and 

lopping. Join in the struggle of your neighbourhood to defend them. Grow only 

Indian trees and shrubs in your garden as exotic ones are of least benefit to Indian 

birds. Grow mango, mulberry and drumstick rather than oleander, gulmohar and 

jacaranda. Stop the use of pesticides, instead practice composting. Become a 

member of societies like Wild Life Fund, The Madras Nationalists Society and the 

Bombay Natural History. 

Complete the following: 

(6 Marks) 

(a) Barn owls are useful to man as 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

(b) Many forest trees are saved because  

 ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

(c) In cities bird life is protected by 
 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 

(d) Habitat loss of birds occur due to 
 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 

(e) Mention any two ways by which you can help the feathered creatures to live 
 
(i) …………………………………………………………………………………… 

 
(ii) …………………………………………………………………………………… 

 
 

(f) Find words from the passage which mean the same as  
(4 Marks) 

(1) Mournful Sounding : ……………………………… 

(2) Spiritually Symbolic : ……………………………… 

(3) Shopping precinct : …………………………….... 

(4) Strange, Unusual : ………………………………   

 

 

Q.2. Read the following passage carefully. 
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 Tom appeared with a bucket of whitewash and a long-handled brush. He surveyed 

the fence. All gladness left him and a deep melancholy settled down upon his 

spirit. Thirty yards of broad fence, nine feet high. Life to him seemed hollow and 

existence but a burden. Sighing, he dipped his brush and passed it along the 

topmost plank; repeated the operation; compared the insignificant whitewashed 

streak with the far-reaching continent of unwhitewashed fence and sat down on a 

tree-box, discouraged. 

 Jim came skipping out at the gate carrying a pail and singing. Bringing water from 

the town pump had always been a hateful work in Tom’s eyes before, but now it 

did not strike him so. He remembered that there was company at the pump. Boys 

and girls were always there waiting their turns, resting, trading playthings, 

quarrelling, fighting, and he remembered that although the pump was only a 

hundred and fifty yards off, Jim never got back with a bucket of water before an 

hour-and even then somebody generally had to go after him. Tom said, “Say, Jim 

I’ll fetch the water if you’ll white wash some. I’ll give you a marble. Jim shook his 

head fearing Aunt Polly’s slipper. 

 On the basis of your reading of the above passage, complete the following 

statements by choosing the correct option. 

 (5 Marks) 

1) All gladness had left Tom because ………………………………………...…………. 

a. deep melancholy had settled down upon his spirit. 

b. life to him seemed hollow. 

c. he had to whitewash a fence. 

d. he had to repeat the operation again. 

2) Tom sighed because……………………………………………………………………. 

a. he had dipped his brush and passed it along the topmost plank. 

b. he had to repeat the operation. 

c. the fence had an insignificant whitewashed streak on it. 

d. of the large area of the unwhitewashed fence. 

3) Tom offers Jim a marble  because 

a. he wants Jim to whitewash the fence. 

b. he wants to go and fetch the water. 

c. he wants to meet the other children. 

d. he prefers fetching water to whitewashing. 
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4) Bringing water had always been a hateful work in Tom’s eyes because………….. 

a. there was always company at the pump. 

b. boys and girls had to wait their turn. 

c. the pump was a hundred and fifty yards off. 

d. he was too lazy to work. 

5) Jim shook his head fearing Aunt Polly’s slipper because………………………….. 

a. he could see Aunt Polly running behind him with her slipper. 

b. he had run away with her slipper. 

c. If he gave in to Tom, Aunt Polly would have been very angry with him. 

d. If he let Tom fetch the water, Aunt Polly would have hit him with her slipper. 

Q.3. Read the following poem carefully. 

 Heredity is very strange 

 It’s quite a peculiar creature  

 Attaching itself to you 

 Determining the look of every feature 

 The colour of your eyes 

 How long you’ll keep your hair 

 Or if you must reach for glasses 

 Which never seem to be there 

 Will your body be built like a champion 

 Or will you suffer from defeat 

 It decides everything about you 

 From your head down to your feet  

 I’m sure someone has said  

 You look just like your father 

 And five minutes later 

 You look just like your mother 

 Maybe you’ve even been told  

 You look like neither one  

 You see, it all depends 

 Which side of the family you are from 

 But ask me and I’ll say 
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 I’m just like good-ole-dad 

 I seem to have inherited it all 

 The good things and the bad. 

On the basis of your reading of the poem, complete the following statements by 

choosing the correct option  

(5 Marks) 

1. “It decides everything about you.” Here ‘it’ collectively refers to …………………… 

a. defects in the body 

b. how long the hair grows 

c. acceptance of failure in events 

d. qualities acquired from parents 

2. The poetic device used in the poem is ……………………………………………… 

a. Metaphor 

b. Personification 

c. Symbolism 

d. Imagery 

3. The word “determining” as used in the poem means…………………………… 

a. limiting 

b. deciding 

c. utilizing 

d. connecting 

4. The poet’s main purpose in writing this poem seems to be to………………….. 

a. inform us of new thought processes on heredity 

b. entertain us with humorous viewpoints on heredity. 

c. make fun of the features which talk about his father’s heredity. 

d. Provide a way to handle troublesome comments on heredity. 

5. Attaching itself to you refers to  

a. deciding how you look 

b. deciding how you behave 

c. deciding how you are built 

d. deciding all of the above. 
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SECTION – B   

(WRITING – 25 marks) 

Q. 4 You are Arvind / Anushka, Secretary of the Eco Club of your school.  Your 

school has decided to create awareness regarding the harmful effects of plastic 

among students. Write a notice to be put up on the notice – board informing 

students of a week-long programme on saying No to Plastic in about 50 words  

(3 Marks) 

 

Q.5. Read the given telephonic conversation and draft a message in not more than 50 

words. 

(3 Marks) 

Anju : Hello! Can I speak to Arun. I am his sister calling from Pune. 

Pawan : Hello! I am Pawan his colleague. Arun is on leave today. Can I take 

the message? 

Anju : Yes, Pawan. I am coming to Kochi the day after tomorrow. Ask him to 

pick me up from Ernakulam Junction station. 

Pawan : By which train are you coming? 

Anju : I am coming by Jayanthi Janatha which arrives there at about 7.30 

a.m. I hope it won’t be any trouble to you. 

Pawan : Oh, not at all. I will leave a message on his table. 

Anju : Thank you. 

Q.6. With the help of given clues, write a bio sketch of A.R. Rahman in about 80 -100 

words. 

(4 Marks) 

Born : As Dileep Kumar – January 6, 1966, Chennai, Tamil Nadu, rises to 

success as A.R. Rahman, Music director and singer. 

Family  : loses father at an early age; mother’s influence great. 

Trained under : Master Dhanraj, Ilaiyaraja. 

Education  : Graduate in Western Classical Music from Trinity College of 

Music 

Significant year : 1992-sets up a recording studio, film career begins. 

Achievements : Awards 
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Fourteen Film Fare, Four National Film, Two Grammy, Two Academy etc. 

Padma Bhushan in 2010. 

Contribution to music : immense, national icon  

Q.7 The two contrasting pictures show the importance of exercise and what can 

happen if we do not exercise. Obesity is a problem which many individuals are 

fighting with today. After seeing this picture, you decide to write a letter to your 

friend who is obese. Tell him / her about the advantages of exercise taking ideas 

from the unit on Health & Medicine as well as your own ideas in about 150 words. 

(5 Marks) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Q.8 Your school celebrated its Golden Jubilee recently.  Using the information given in 

the box, write a report in about 150 words to be published in your school 

magazine. 

(5 Marks) 

 

 Completed 50 years – celebration on a grand scale – inter-school competitions – 

Gala cultural evening – songs – dances – chief-guest praised the contribution of 

the school in the field of education – distinguished past pupils honoured.  

 

 

Q.9 Write a speech to be delivered at the morning assembly in your school on the 

topic “Modern Gadgets have made us Slaves to Machines” in about 150 words. 

(5Marks) 
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SECTION – C   

GRAMMAR – 20 Marks 

Q.10 Choose the best word from the options given below to complete the following 

passage. 

½ X 8 ( 4 Marks) 

 Puppets are among the (a)…..……….man-made objects in (b)………….world. 

Archaeologists in Egypt and India have (c)……………jointed clay model that are 

operated by pulling (d)…………….strings, which date back to 4000 years. 

Historians tell us that puppets (e)………………created by nearly all people at all 

times. The first puppets (f)……………..probably used mostly by adults. Tribal 

people, such as Native Americans, (g)……………….the puppets to represent 

people or animal (h)…………………. religious rituals.  

a. (i) older (ii) elder (iii) oldest (iv) old 

b. (i) a (ii) an (iii) any (iv) the 

c. (i) find (ii) found (iii) finding (iv) fond 

d. (i) their (ii) there (iii) it’s  (iv) its 

e. (i) has been (ii) is (iii) was (iv) have been 

f. (i) was (ii) were (iii) has been (iv) had been 

g. (i) using (ii) used (iii) were using (iv) had used 

h. (i) of (ii) among (iii) in (iv) at 

Q.11. Complete the following dialogue between Diana and her mother discussing hotel 

reservations by choosing the correct options from the given choices. 

1 x 4 (4 Marks) 

Diana : Mother, will you tell (a)………………………………………………? 

Mother : We are going to Puri by air. 

Diana : Where are we going to stay (b)…………………………………….? 

Mother : I have booked rooms at the sea queen hotel (c)………………… 

  …………………………………………………………………………. 

Diana : Oh! That’s great. I am just (d)……………………………………….. . 

a. (i) how we are going to Puri  (ii) how we will go to Puri  

 (iii) how are we are going to Puri (iv) how will we going to Puri 

b. (i) When we reach there (ii) When we reaches there  
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 (iii) When we are reached there (iv) When we are reaching there 

c. (i) Who is near the beach (ii) that are near the beach  

 (iii) which is near the beach (iv) we are near the beach 

d. (i) Wait to get there (ii) Waiting to get there  

 (iii) Waiting for getting there (iv) Waiting there 

Q.12 The following passage has not been edited. There is one error in each of the 

lines. Write the incorrect word and the correction in your answer sheet against the 

correct blank numbers. The first one is done as an example. 

  Incorrect Correct 

Children love picnics and outings of their parents  of with 

though they are equally happier doing things with (a)………… ……….. 

them around the house. A parent could make (b)………… ……….. 

his child feels special by following some simple (c)………… ……….. 

rituals like bedtime stories, the game by cards or (d)………… ……….. 

simply talking and laugh together before going to (e)………… ……….. 

bed. Some these give children a wonderful sense (f)………… ……….. 

of well-being. They hardly ever forgot these moments (g)………… ……….. 

and cherish them throughout these lives (h)………… ……….. 

 

Q.13  Rearrange to form meaningful sentences. 

1 x 4 (4 Marks) 

a. our entire body / covers / that / a stretchy waterproof surface / skin / is 

b. the / your feet / soles / the thickest skin / is / of / on 

c. dead cells / are / hair and nails / also made of 

d. blood or nerves / they / and / that is why / are not fed / by / you / without / can 

cut / being hurt / them. 

Q.14Read the conversation given below and complete the passage that follows 

1 x 4 (4 Marks) 
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Ravi : Where were you yesterday evening? 

Vinay : There is an exhibition of rare paintings at the Art Gallery. I had gone 

there. 

Ravi : How well are you prepared for the entrance exam next week? 

Vinay : I have been preparing for the whole week. 

Ravi asked Vinay where he (a)………………………………..………………….. . Vinay 

replied that (b)…………………………………..and he had gone there. Ravi wanted to 

know (c)……………………………………………………..…….. .  Vinay replied that he 

(d)……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

SECTION – D   

LITERATURE – 25 Marks 
 

Q.15 Read the extract and answer the following questions by choosing the most 

appropriate option. 

1 X 3 = (3 Marks) 

A. I am silver and exact, I have no preconceptions 

Whatever I see I swallow immediately just as it is, unmisted by love or dislike. 

1. Explain what the poet wants to convey through the line, “I have no 

preconception ”? 

a. Mirror reflects back your image objectively 

b. Mirror reflects back your image subjectively 

c. Mirror is prejudiced 

d. Mirror is partial 

2. What is the poetic device used in the 2nd line. 

a.   Metaphor 

b.   Personification 

c.   Simile 

d.   Repetition 

3. List the qualities of the mirror mentioned in the above extract. 
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a.   Silver, Unmisted, love 

b.   Silver, exact, dislike 

c.   Silver, dislike, love 

d.   Silver, exact, truthful 

B. Read the extract and answer the questions that follow.      1 X 3 (3 Marks) 

 We watched for a few moments, then as trade slackened we went over. They 

greeted us with friendly faces. 

1. Who are ‘we’ in these lines? 

2. What trade were ‘they’ engaged in at that time? 

3. What were “they” doing the previous day? 

C. Read the extract and answer the questions that follow. 

1 x 3 (3 Marks) 

 “Come Mr. Merry weather, you’ve got to live with one of your daughters”. 

1. Who speaks this line?  

2. Who are his daughters? 

3. What are the 3 things Mr. Merry weather is planning to do soon? 

 

Q.16. Answer any 3 only of the following in 50-60 words each. 

2 x 3 (6 Marks) 

a. Although Nicola and Jacopo are young boys, the author refers to them as 

gentlemen. Why does he do so? 

b. What are the different ways in which the frog asserts his importance? 

c. The poet says that neither the forces of nature nor wars can destroy his poetry. 

 What quality of the poet is revealed through these lines? 

e. Describe the feelings of the woman as she looks into the mirror. 

Q. 17 Ali is a true representative of parents who are abandoned by their children. 

Explain in about 150 words                (5 Marks)  
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Q.18 Answer any one (5 marks) 

 Miss Louisa Mebbin shifts into her week-end cottage near Darking.  She writes to 

her friend telling her how she got it.  As Miss Mebbin write the letter. 

 OR 

Victoria Slater is very upset by the behavior of her parents.  She expresses her 

feelings in a diary entry.  As Victoria write a diary entry. 

  


